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CHAPTERI| - WATER RESOURCESPERMIT ADVISORY
UNIT

Who We Are and What s Our Function

The Department of Trangportation & Development's Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit isapart of
the Office of Public Works and Intermoda Transportation.

We are not a permitting agency, however we are an advisory agency and we review documented requests
that have been submitted to specific permitting agency, dso known as Regulatory Authorities. These
requestsare submitted by the Public, or other governmenta entities, regarding proposed activitiesoccurring

near levee systems, waterways and/or wetlands.

After reviewing the submitted requests we issue our advisory |etter to the Regulatory Authority. Thereare
three types of advisory letterswe issue:

1. Letter of No Objection gatesthat this department has determined no negativeimpact isforeseen
arigng from the proposed activity, but may dso include specific provisons that this department
wishesto have incorporated into the permit issued by the Regulatory Authority.

2. Letter of Recommendation satesthat this department recommends againgt issuing apermit for the
proposed activity, however if a permit isissued that it include a set of specified provisons.

3. Letter of Objection states an objection to the proposed activity, and usualy specifiesthe specific
reason(s) why the department is objecting.

We send copies of dl advisory letters to a network of other concerned governmenta agencies

Areas of Our Concern

L evees



Hood waters are regularly kept at bay as aresult of very efficient and effective maintenance programs
regulated by our sate's levee didricts, and a long-standing agreement with a State of Arkansas Levee
Didrict. Anintegra part of thelevee maintenance program isthe authority granted by LouisanaState Law
to the various|evee commissionsto issue permitsfor work proposed at, and inthevicinity of, levee sysems

Serving as regulatory authorities, levee digtricts recelve and review permit requests for projects from
individuas, corporations, and governmental agencies. On completion of thereview, appropriate gpproval in
the form of apermit isissued or denied.

Before any levee board permit isissued, the applicant's project request isreviewed by anetwork of other
governmental agencies. Those agencies review the gpplicant's proposal for any adverse impacts to
maintenance or integrity of the nearby levee system or its associated drainage.  They then make a
recommendation to the levee board for the acceptance, conditional acceptance, or denid of the requested
permit. The Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit functions as one of those project review and reporting
agencies referenced above.

This Officeismandated by Louisana State Law to servein an engineering advisory capacity to the Sate's
numerous levee boards. Under Title 38 of the Louisana Revised Statutes, we are directed to review ad
issue an advisory |etter to the appropriate Regulatory Authority. Although the State of Arkansas Levee
Didtrict is not governed by Louisana State Government, due to its close proximity to our sate and it's
possible impact on the Missssippi River Levee System, we coordinate al relative levee maintenance
activities with them in the same manner as we conduct our operations with our very own Levee Boards.

Wetlands

There is an ongoing controversy between private interests and the government over the definition of
wetlands, however for our purposes we will vagudly define wetlands as areas subjected to frequent
submersions.

The Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit is specificaly concerned with drainage within wetlands. This

Office servesin an advisory capacity and reviews varied permit requestsfor proposed projectsthat could
pose an adverse impact on areadrainage. We review wetlands permit requests submitted to al of the (5)
five Corps of Engineers didtricts presently operating in Louisiana, as well asto a host of other Federd,
State, and Loca governmentd regulatory authoritieswho regulate projectsimpacting wetlands. Weether
recommend the approva, conditiona approval, or denia of a proposed permit request based on our
interpretation of the proposed project's impact to area drainage, adherence to State Law, or compliance
with long adopted departmenta policy.

Navigation

Thisofficeisconcerned with any type of work that may impede navigation on any navigablewaterway. For
example, under Louisiana State Law, any company wishing to ingtdl a pipeline across any LouidanaState
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water bottom must first acquire apipelineright- of-way grant from the LouisanaState Land Office. In order
for the company to acquire a pipeline right-of-way grant from the State Land Office, the company must
obtain a Letter of No Objection for the proposed pipeline ingtdlation from the Water Resources Permit
Advisory Unit, as mandated by Louisana State Law. Although this Office is not in the business of

goproving right-of-way, our review of the proposed project and its alignment directly affectsissuance of a
right-of-way grant by the State Land Office. Whether or not apermit request involvesasubmarineor aerid
crossing of anavigablewaterway, that permit request may dso reateto the levee and drainage concerns of
this Office.

Quite often aspects of a proposed project that may relate to the specific concerns of one regulatory or
reporting agency, are Smilarly and smultaneoudy reviewed by a separate agency for different concerns.
This process may gppear as a duplication of efforts, but review of a request by different agencies with
amilar concerns, and motivated by different purposes, actuadly may serve to enhance the permit review
process and to better servethe Public. Onegood example of thismight be the cooperation of the Louisana
Department of Natura Resources - Coasta Management Divison and the Corps of Engineersfor permit
requests located within Louisanas coasta plain. Another example is the cooperation of the Corps of
Engineers, Levee Boards, and the Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit for permit requestsinthevicinity
of levee sysems. Many governmenta agencies, whether they act in aregulatory capacity or that of an
advisng agency, act in concert to provide a qudity review to permit requests and to better assure the
Public'sinterests and safety.



CHAPTERII - THE PERMIT "NETWORK™

FEDERAL AGENCIES

The Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit coordinates permit review and responseswith severa Federd
agencies. Specificaly, we coordinate with five (5) separate Corps of Engineers Didtricts, and two (2)
separate sectionswithin asingle U.S. Coast Guard Didtrict (Eighth Didtrict), dl operating within Louisana

The Corps of Engineers

This Office coordinates with, and providesresponsesto, the various Corps of Engineers Digtricts operating
inLouisana. TheCorpsof Engineers Regulatory Functions Branch issueswetlands and waterway related
permits in association with the regulation of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, under the U. S.
Department of Environmenta Qudlity, aswell asunder Section 10 of the Riversand Harbors Act of 1899.
The Section 404 Permit request addresses the placement of fill in designated wetlands. The Section 10
Permit request addresses the placement of structures (or associated activities) occurring within navigable
waterways, or in wetlands contiguous to navigable waterways.

The Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit offers comments to the Corps of Engineers for Section 404
Permit requests regarding potential impact to area drainage patterns. We respond with comments to the
Corps for projects fdling under the Section 10 Permit program due to the proximity of any area levee
gystems, and to assure no interference with existing and proposed public works, as well as to assure
navigability and compliance with State Law.

The U.S. Coast Guard

The Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit coordinates its review and comment to permit requests
associated with navigable waterways and marine safety with the U.S. Coast Guard. The U.S. Coast
Guard's Marine Safety Divison issues permits, or approva for projects, certifying a project's safety to
marine navigationa interests. Also, the Bridge Adminigtration Division of the U.S. Coast Guard issues
permits for dl bridge crossings over Louisanawaterways. The Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit
responds with comments to the U.S. Coast Guard for project's affecting navigation in order to more
effectively coordinate permit both agencies. Additionally, this Office responds with commentsto the U.S.
Coast Guard's Bridge Adminigtration Divison in relation to a proposed bridge structure'simpact to area
drainage, and to navigation.



OTHER STATE AGENCIES

The Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit coordinates permit review and responses with numerous State
Government agencies and Offices. The following represents some of the State agencies with which we
coordinate our permit responses, and the genera purpose served from such cooperation.

L ouisiana Divison of Administration - State L and Office
The State Land Office reviews permit requests for work or structures encroaching onto Louisiana State
water bottom. While the actual boundaries of State Lands are determined by the State Land Office, in
order to accommodate the processing of permit requests-- thisOfficeinitidly makesa predetermination of
State ownership of water bottom at waterways and water bodies, relative to the names of the waterways
associated with the proposed work and their depiction on the most current Official State Map of Louisana
Fina determination concerning the demarcation of State versus Private property is deferred to the State
Land Office. Theareawithinthe Mean Low Waterline (ML W) of named streamsand bayousin Louisiana
is determined to be Louisiana State water bottom. Conversely, the area extending channedward of the
Mean High Water Line (MHW) of named lakes and baysin Louisanais determined to be Louisana State
water bottom. The State Land Office reviews permit requests to verify, and/or approve of the project's
placement or occurrence a Louisana State water bottom. Any sructure extending in excess of
approximately 150 square feet channelward of the MLW linein streams and bayous, or the MHW line at
lakes and bays, will generdly require gpprova or alease agreement between the permit applicant and the
State Land Office. Additiondly, the State Land Office issues pipdine right-of-way grantsfor pipeines
extending across Louisana State Water bottom. For your information, the MLW and MHW lines
referenced herein are determined in accordance with historica records maintained by the State Land Office
-- and not by the presence of water marks on trees or the "recollections’ of some resident living in the
project area.

The Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit issues Letters of No Objection, which are used by the State
Land Officein their issuance of pipdine right-of-way grants. Our |etters of No Objection also serveasan
additional source of information, serving to notify the State Land Office of proposed work in their area of
concern, in the event that a permit gpplicant failsto inform al the gppropriate agenciesinvolved in apermit

request (which happens regularly).

The Louisana Department of Environmental Quality - Division of Water Pollution Control

The Water Pollution Control Divisonissues Water Quality Certificates, to serve as gpprova for proposed
projectsthat may adversdy impact water quality inaproject area. Examples of such projects may involve
the disturbance of material caused by dredgng or fill placement operationsin waterways, barge off-loading
facilitiesat waterways, etc. Copiesof our |etters of approval/disgpprova are provided asacourtesy and a
means of coordination, to assure that each agency that may have a concern about the proposed work is
notified, and in the event that they are not informed by the permit applicant.



L ouisiana Department of Natural Resour ces- Coastal M anagement

The Coastd Management Divison's permitting condderations pardld that of the various Qrps of
Engineers digtrictswhen consdering apermit request impacting wetlands. However, the reasonsfor permit
review and issuance between the two agencies vary in intent. Whereas the Corps reviews and issues
wetlands-related permits as aresult of a presidentid directive and mandates of the Clean Water Act; the
Coagtd Management Divison's misson involves not only the preservation of existing wetlands -- but the
development of new wetlands. Coasta Management's permit program actively seeksto reducetheadverse
impacts of projects on our diminishing coadtlines. In addition, the Coastd Management Division actively
develops programs and projectsto enhance existing wetlands and create new wetlands. Thephysicd area
of jurisdiction regulated by the Coastal Management Divisonisspecificdly limited to the Louisanacoasta
plans, within a oecificdly defined arear The Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit reviews permit
requests for work and/or structures proposed to occur within the area of jurisdiction of the Coasta
Management Divison. Often, requested projects require coordination of permit responsesfrom our Office,
the Corps of Engineers, and the Coastal Management Didtrict. Coordination may be required on projects
such as proposed marsh management programs, the construction of private levee sysems, submarine and
aerid waterway and levee crossing congtructions, dam congtructions, seismic operations, mining operations,
congtruction of port facilities, construction of resdentiad/commercia/industria development, and numerous
other projects.

L ouisana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries

TheWildlifeand Fisheries Department issues permitsfor many varied activitiesin Louisana. Their Seafood
Divigon issues permits for seismic surveys, their Administrator of Scenic River Systemsissues permitsfor
work or structures|ocated at or near designated "scenic” riversand waterways, and they have their normal
review process concerning any adverse impacts to wildlife, and various plants, agae, and bacteria
Additiondly, businessesthat dredgefor fill, sand, and gravel in Louisianawater bottomsarerequired to pay
afee (per cubic yard) for dl materia withdrawn from State water bottom. The Water Resources Permit
Advisory Unit coordinates responsesto permit requestswith the LouisanaWildlife & Fisheries Department
for projectsimpacting drainage, such as marsh management programs, aquaculture programs, levee or dam
congructions, and projects in the vicinity of "scenic* waterways.

L ouisiana L evee Board Commissions

Louisana presently has gpproximatdy (24) twenty-four Louisana Levee Didricts, and a beneficid
cooperdive agreement with (1) one out-of-state Levee Didrict (serving 3 counties) within the State of
Arkansas. The various levee didricts are responsible for maintaining the levee systems and associated
drainagewithin their respective assgned areas of jurisdiction. Any proposed work or structuresintended to
occur inthevicinity of alevee sysemwill generaly require either apermit, or aletter of No Objection, from
therespective Levee Board. Regulatory authority for permitting activitiesby Levee Boardsisderived from
Louisana Revised Statutes, Title 38. The Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit specificaly represents
this department in adherence to the mandates of Title 38, which direct this department to act in an
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engineering advisory capacity to the LouisanaLevee Didricts. This Office reviewsdl pertinent requests,
plans, and documentation for proposed work or structures to occur near a levee system, and then
recommends the project's approva or disapprova to the appropriate Levee Board. Many governmental
agenciesthat operatewithin the " permitting network" may direct their recommendationstoaleveeBoardin
asociation with a proposed project.  However, this Office represents the only State of Louisana
governmental agency directed by law to serve the Levee Board. Department of Hedlth and Hospitals -
Office of Public

Health, Division of Regulatory Services

The State's Office of Public Hedlth - Regulatory Services Divison reviewscertain permit requestsreldiveto
the proposed project's impact to public hedth. One mgor concern of the Regulatory Services Divison
involvestheinstdlation of municipa sewerage out fdlsat waterway locations, Stuated upstream fromintake
sources for potable water. The Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit coordinates the response to
(applicable) permit requests as a matter of cooperation with the Office of Public Hedth's Regulatory
Searvices Divison.

LA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT

Weissue recommendationsfor either the approva or disapprova for arequested permit to the appropriate
regulatory authorities for highway, bridge, port, flood control, and aviation related projects. The
determination of a project's gpprova, "conditiona” approva, or disgpprova is based on departmental

policy, knowledge of State Law and "Riparian Rights' associated with |levee systems and waterway's, and
sound engineering principles. Dependant on the nature of a solicited permit request, other Offices acting
within this department may be requested to review the permit request and offer comments that may be
consolidated within the letter of recommendation normally issued by this Office to the gppropriate regul atory
authorities. Some of those inter- office cooperative efforts between the Water Resources Permit Advisory
Unit and other departmentd offices may consist of coordination with: the Water Resources Section for
projectsinvolving wells, borings, and vertica cathodic protection sysemsinthevicinity of levee sysems; the
Water Resources Design and Development Section for projects that are questionable in their impact to
levee systems and drainage; the Dam Safety Section for those projects involving water impoundment
measures, and the Highway Right-of-Way Permit Section for those projectsthat may require coordination
for work or structures in the vicinity of State and Federal roadways.



CHAPTERIII - PROJECTS, LAWS, AND PROCEDURE
TYPES OF PROJECTS REVIEWED

TheWater Resources Permit Advisory Unit regularly reviews many varied formsof permit requests, ranging
from multi-million dollar indudtria facilities to projects that may cost the applicant only the codts of

associated permit fees, from expangve projects extending across the State of Louisiang, to asingle pile
placed within awaterway; from aproposed homesitein awetland, to aman-madeidand serving “rooging”

inabird sanctuary. Many varied types of requests are received and reviewed every year by the Water
Resources Permit Advisory Unit. Referenced below are some of the most commonly requested projects
submitted for our review, and the genera purpose for our

interests...
PROJECT REVIEW PURPOSE
Dredging drainage, navigation, levee integrity
Drilling drainage, navigetion, levee integrity
Fill/Spoil Placement drainage, navigation, levee integrity

FipdineInddlaions  navigation, levee integrity
Cable Ingalations navigation, levee integrity

Seigmic Surveys navigation, levee integrity

Soil Surveys levee integrity, groundwater protection
Cathodic Protection levee integrity, groundwater protection
Water Well Ingdlation levee integrity, groundwater protection
Oil Wdll Ingdlation drainage, navigetion, levee integrity
Monitor Well Inddlation levee integrity, groundwater protection
Water Control Structures drainage, navigation

Dam & Spillway Condruction  drainage, havigation
Pump Station Congtruction drainage, levee integrity

Hydrodectric Facilities drainage, navigation, levee integrity
File & Dolphin Ingdlaions levee integrity, navigation
Marine Facilities levee integrity, navigation
Bulkheading Ingdlaion drainage, navigetion, levee integrity
Wharves & Piers navigetion, levee integrity
Barge Loading/Unloading navigation, levee integrity
Ship Loading/Unloading navigation, levee integrity
Rip Rap Ingdlation navigeation, drainage, levee integrity

Erosion Protection Measures  drainage, navigation, levee integrity
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Port Facilities drainage, navigation, levee integrity

Fencing Inddlation levee integrity, navigation

Levee Crown Cattlegaps levee integrity

Roadway Construction drainage, levee integrity

Bridge Congtruction drainage, navigation, levee integrity
Culvert Ingalations drainage, navigation, levee integrity
Fender Ingdlations navigation

Launch Ways Condruction  navigation, levee integrity

Marsh Management drainage, navigation

Agriculturd Activities drainage

Aquaculturd Programs drainage, levee integrity

Ditch Congtruction drainage

Intake Structures navigation, levee integrity

Outfal Structures navigation, levee integrity
Demoalition Activities levee integrity, navigation, drainage
Sewerage Facilities levee integrity

Stockpile Operations levee integrity, drainage

Parking Lot Construction levee integrity, drainage
Swimming Pools levee integrity

Levee Congruction drainage, navigation

The permit request examples referenced above represent a small sample of the projects that the Water
Resources Permit Advisory Unit routinely reviewsand for which commentsareissued. The samplesdo not
reflect unique requests received.

LAWS, REGULATIONS, AND POLICIES

Asdated previoudy, every recommendation for permit acceptanceissued by the Water Resources Permit
Advisory Unit is associated with a basic knowledge of appurtenant laws, regulations, and policies.
Coordinative efforts are linked between dl of the regulatory and reporting agencies of the permitting
network, due to the following laws, regulations, and policies specified below.

FEDERAL LAWS

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (ak.a. Federad Water Pollution Control Act): thisAct influencesmany
agpects of governmenta concern and specifically addresses the discharge of fill materid into wetlands and
navigeble waterways. Of particular interest to those involved in the permit processisthe Section 404 (b)
(1) Guiddines (published at 40 CFR Part 30) as developed by the Environmental Protection Agency.
These guiddinesrequirethe Corpsof Engineersto conduct a'practica dternatives andysisprior to granting
apermit. Insofar as an dternative location for a proposed project may be preferred over any form of
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mitigation measures, these guiddines serveto coordinate the regulatory functions of the Corps of Engineers
with the Environmenta Protection Agency'srespongbility and authority under the Clean Water Act. Permit
issuance is regulated by the various Corps of Engineers didricts,

Section 10 of the River and Harbor Act of 1899: generally addressesthe intent for work or the placement
of dructuresin navigable waterways and in wetlands contiguousto navigablewaterways. Regulated by the
various Corps of Engineers digtricts.

Section 14 of the River and Harbor Act of 1899: addresses the legd issuesto the Public concerning any
destruction, defacement, or impairment of useto any levees, dikes, or other flood control or navigationa
works built by the United States Government. Thisact dso refersto the United States easement rights, oil
and gas exploration activities, and seismic surveysin the vicinity of levees.

Clean Water Act, Sections 401 and 404: addresses coordination of the respective Corps of Engineers
regulatory permit serviceswith individua States Water Quality Certificationsissued by theindividud States
associated offices. Before a Section 404 permit can be gpproved by the Corps of Engineersfor aparticular
project in any State, the permit applicant must first obtain aWater Quality Certification Certificateissued by
the rdlevant State office. In addition, under Section 404 (c) the Environmental Protection Agency isgranted
the authority to veto those permits that prompt an adverse impact on municipa water supplies, wildlife,
recregtiond areas, shell fish beds, and fishery aress.

Coastd Zone Management Act, Section 307: requires that certain activities conducted or supported in
Federa enclaves, and that directly affect the coasta zone, be consistent with the Federally approved state
management plan to the maximum extent possible. Projects proposed to occur within "Federd™ reserves
are required to obtain a "Coagta Zone Congstency Determination” from the Louisiana Department of
Natura Resources - Coastd Management Divison. The Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit
coordinates the proposed project's approva with the Coastal Management via our Letters of No
Objection.

Nationa Environmenta Policy Act (NEPA): specifies that permits may be subject to a requirement for
environmental assessments and environmenta impact studies. The above referenced Federa Legidation
representsasample of the Federa Lawsregulating Wetlands Protection and Flood plain Management, and
does not attempt to reflect dl the additional Acts, Executive Orders, Regulations, and Policies associated
with Federd permit regulation.

STATE LAWS

LouisaaR.S. 38:111 through 38:225: generdly and specifically addresseswork or sructuresin thevicinity
of levee systems under the jurisdiction of sate-wide Levee Board Commissions. The Water Resources
Permit Advisory Unit servesin an engineering advisory capacity in accordancewith R.S. 38:2(A) through
R.S. 38:6 in order to assst the Levee Boards in their regulatory permit functions.

Louisana R.S. 41:1701 through 41:1714: acknowledges the Public's "right" to reclaim eroded lands at
waterway bank lines and to congtruct bulkheading to prevent eroson. Additiondly, establishesaregulatory
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permits and |lease program within the State Land Office for encroachments on state water bottoms.

LouisanaR.S. 41:1173 through 41:1174 (and provided for by R.S. 36:1 et seq.) addressesthe granting of
pipdine rights-of-way to corporations or individuds by the State Land Office. Rules and regulations
devel oped by the State Land Office, and promulgated by the above referenced revised Satutes, specificaly
date that no pipdine right-of-way will be granted without the State Land Office's receipt of a "letter of
clearance’ from this department. The letter that is referenced as a "letter of clearance” in the State Land
Officesrulesand regulationsis, and has dways been, the Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit'sLetter of
No Objection.

LouisanaR.S. 38:3098: specificaly addressesthe"licensang” of contractorswho drill water wells, monitor
wells, soil borings, seigmic holes, and heat pump wells in the State of Louisana. The Water Resources
Permit Advisory Unit assists the department office charged with the issuance of Louisianadriller'slicenses
(Water Resources Section), by advising the permit applicant via the Water Resources Permit Advisory
Unit's Letter of No Objection that appurtenant drilling activities proposed by them must be performed only
by adriller "legdly" licensed to drill in the State of Louisana.

LouisanaR.S. 56:1841 through 56:1849: addresses the preservation and protection of specified streams
and waterways designated as " Scenic”. Permit gpplications for work proposed in the vicinity of " Scenic*

waterways must first be gpproved by the LouisanaWildlifeand Fisheries- Adminigtrator of Scenic Rivers,
Streams, and Bayous before beginning operations. The Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit coordinates
the project's gpprova with Louisana Wildlife and Fisheries via our Letter of No Objection, for work
proposed in the vicinity of scenic waterway's.

LouisanaR.S. 48:382, Section 385: addressesthe proposed discharge of industria wastes, sewage, septic
tanks effluent, or any noxious or harmful matter, whether it is solid, liquid, or gas, into the side or cross
ditches of State of Louisiana Highway Right-of-Ways. Consent from both the Department of Hedlth and
Human Resources and the Department of Trangportation and Development's Highway Right-of-Ways
Permit Section is required for such a project's approval. The Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit
provides this department's Highway Right-of-Way Permit Section acopy of our Letters of No Objection
for projectsthat may adversdly impact highway right-of-way, and to inform the appurtenant applicants that
our gpprova is subject to their acquisition of approva from this department's Highway Right-of-Way and
Utilities Permits Section. Coordination for related projects is maintained between the Water Resources
Permit Advisory Unit and the department's Highway Right-of Way and Utilities Permit Sectiona thespedd
request of the Highway Right-of-Ways Permit Section.

Louisana Act 606 (1976): addresses the requirement for control devices on water wells subject to
"free-flow" conditions. The Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit requires that any well located in
proximity to alevee system be congtructed with such a control deviceif the well is subject to free-flowing
conditions.

Louisana Act 733 (1981), State of Louisana - Dam Safety Program: addresses a regulatory program
concerning proposed or existing water restriction devices or impoundment structuresthat incorporate levees
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of specified heights or impound specified volumes of water (measured in acrefeet). ThisOffice assgsthis
department's Dam Safety Engineer with maintenance of the Dam Safety Program by soliciting hisreview of
projects suspected of quaifying under the Dam Safety Program, aswell asto inform the applicant viaour
L etter of No Objection that our approval is subject to their first obtaining approval from our department's
Dam Safety Program.

Water Wdl Rules, Regulations, and Standards - State of Louisana specific rules and regulations
promulgated initidly under the mandates of Act 535 in order to assure the proper abandonment of wellsand
boreholes, as well as to assure the construction of wells in an gppropriate manner to protect the sate's
vauable potable water aquifers. Presently, no water wells are required to be permitted in the State of
Louisana -- except when located in sufficient proximity to a Levee Didrict's levee sysem. The Water
Resources Permit Advisory Unit advises the appropriate Levee Board (coordinated with the
D.O.T.D.-Water Resources Section) in matters regarding well placement, soil borings, vertica cathodic
protection systems, and seismic holes when in the vicinity of levee systems.

POLICIES

The Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit hasimplemented and adopted policiesin the past concerning
those projects or activities that fal within the gray redm of established laws or regulaions. Technology is
continualy making such rapid advancesin engineering methods and rel ated equipment, that this Office must
not only make a concerted effort to comprehend new methods or equipment to be used in a proposed
project; but also to determine which recommended permit "provisions' should be applied and proveto be
equitable to dl involved. We try red hard to avoid writing Letters of Objection, but sometimes we just
cannot get around it. We make every effort to assist the permit applicant, or histher agent, in the obtainment
of any required permit(s) -- but we do not try to assumethe responsibility of any consulting engineer that the
permit gpplicant may have retained for their project. We will generdly offer aLetter of No Objectiontoa
project that we may infact find objectionable, but weindicatein our letter to the regulatory authority(s) that
our lack of objection is contingent upon the gpplicant amending to our satisfaction, those aspects of their
project that we find objectionable. Referenced below are some genera policies adopted by this Officein
relation to various work and structures:

Atchafaaya Basin: The Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit adheres to, and specifies as permit
"provisons’, the previous recommendations of the old AtchafalayaBasin Commisson for certain activities
proposed to occur within the floodway of the Atchafadaya Basin. In generd, spoil bank
elevaionsareredricted in height in accordance with aformuladevel oped by this Office. Spoil banks must
aso incorporate gaps of specified measurement aong the length of the spoil bank.

Missssppi River: Any proposed work or structures proposed to occur within aspecified areain the vicinity
of theMissssippi River; and that involvesdrilling, pileor poleingtdlation, or excavation -- will be restricted
in operationswhen the Mississippi River stageisat or above+11.0feet N.G.V.D. at the Carrollton Gage at
New Orleans, Louisana (+15.0 feet with gpproval from the Corps of Engineers).
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Dredged Spoil Placement in open water areas. Dredged spoil isrequired to be spread in open water aress,
streams, bayous, lakes and bays in such a manner so as not to decrease the water depth by more than 6
inches. A notable exception occurswhen dredged spoil isstacked in specified areas within the coastal area
a the request of, and as designated by, the Louisana Department of Natura Resources - Coastal

Management Divison.

Submarine Pipeing/Cable Crossngsat Waterways.. Inthe Gulf of Mexico and at adepth located below the
-20 foot contour, pipelines or cables are not required to be buried beneath the water bottom (unlesswithin
aFairway or Anchorageareq). Generdly, inoil fieldslocated in coasta marshes, the submarineingtalation
of pipdinesand cables a waterways and ail field canads must be buried aminimum depth of (3) three fedt.
In the western portion of the coastal marshes, the minimum buria depth recommended for crossngsis(5)
five feet beneath the water bottom.  Submarine pipeline or cable ingdlations crossng specific navigable
waterways vary in the recommended buria depths as prescribed by this Office.

Welsin Proximity to Levee Sysems. No deep well may be constructed within 250 feet of alevee toe.

State Law does not specify either theriverside or the landside toe, so this Office presumestheintent of the
Law to mean either toe, period. Additiondly, no specific depthiscited inthe Law relativeto "deep” wellsin
proximity to levees. Since"deep"” isardative term, this Office determineswhat depth represents a deep
well on a case-by-case basis, dependent on the wall's location in relation to the leves, its geographical

location, and loca geohydrology. Specific policiesreativeto wdl placement vary and are dependent onthe
type of well desired; the method of well congtruction; placement of the well at the landside or riverside of
the levee; and the intended use of the well.

Marine Facilities. Marinefacilities requiring the mooring of barges must provide assurances and areasonable
facility design to show that thefacility'smoored bargeswill be restrainedin sufficient fashionto dleviate any
chancefor damagesto any exigting batture tree screen or arearevetment, or to encroach within 100 feet of
any leveetoe, under dl river conditions.

Directiondly-Drilled Levee Crossings. We defer to the Corps of Engineers guiddines for
directiondly-drilling crossings for waterways and for waterways with adjacent levee systems. response
fromthisOffice. Our levee policy regarding drilled crossings beneath our levee sysemsisthat the gpplicant
provide significant and sufficient information about the proposed crossing that will assurethis Officethat the
integrity of the adjacent levee system(s) will remain intact; that the annular space of the drilled crossing will
be sufficiently seded; and that the crossing will be degp enough so as not to prove a hazard to navigetion,
but aso shalow enough so as not to contribute to intermixing between area aquifers.

REVIEW AND REPORTING PROCEDURES

The following is a generd explanation of the review and response process of permit requests conducted
dally by the Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit.

The Permit Request
Requestsfor the review of permit applications are received daily in the Water Resources Permit Advisory
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Unit. Each permit request received by this Office and submitted for serious review must contain the

fallowing:

1.

Vicinity Map of the Project Area

Submitted map may be a copy from a quadrangle map, road map, or any other map. The
project area should be clearly marked on the submitted map; the Parish(es) in which the
work is to occur should be reflected; and idedly the map should reflect the project's
Section, Township, and Range, or any relevant levee gationsin thevicinity of the project.

Plan and Profile Project Drawings

Submitted drawings should accurately reflect the project's scae and dimensions, any
relevant MLW or MHW lines, Levee Stations or Waterway Milesrelated to the project,
andwhich of any relevant structures or ingalations are exigting, after-the-fact, or proposed.
A complete description of the proposed work is required in either a drawing formet or
clearly defined documentation to make afair and complete assessment of the project.

Supporting Documentation

Supporting documentation for a permit request may consst of |etters related to previous
authorization if the newly proposed project involvesarequest of amendment to aprevioudy
approved project. It may also consst of |ettersfrom other governmentd agenciesthat offer
support for the proposed project, or it might Smply relay a full text description of the
requested project as supplementation to supplied drawings. All documentation received for
each permit request, as well as any documentation generated by this Office, becomes
Public Documents — and as such is maintained in the form of microfilm, file copy, and
computer database records. Information for any permit request received by the Water
Resources Permit Advisory Unitisavailableto the Public. Attorneys, engineers, architects,
and the public need only request information for a specific project, and every effort is
employed in supplying the individud with al available informetion available in this Office,
relative to the particular project.

All permit requests responded to by this office are reviewed, and a letter is generated by computer,
submitted for signature and mailed out. A copy of each response letter is mailed to additiond State
Agencies for their information and possible review.

The Water Resources Permit Advisory Unit is comprised of the following:

1.

2.

(1) One Permit Analyst

Classfication / Staff Engineering Technician Advanced.
(1) One Assigtant

Classfication / Engineering Technician, 1,2 or3
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